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blood. The porch is filled with ghosts. So is the court - ghosts
hurrying down to darkness and to Hell. The sun is blotted out
from heaven and a malignant mist has crept upon the world/
They laughed at him. They laughed delightedly, with one
accord; and Polybus' son, Eurymachus, got up and shouted:
' Our new friend's wits have suffered on hisj ourney from abroad,
Quick, you fellows, show him out and direct him to the market-
place, since he finds it so dark in here/
' Eurymachus/ the seer replied,<! want no help from you to
find my way. I have eyes and ears and two feet of my own, as
well as a pretty sound head on my shoulders - quite enough to
get me out of doors, where I am going now. For I see advancing
on you all a catastrophe which you cannot hope to survive or
shun, no, not a single one of you who spend your time insulting
folk and running riot in King Odysseus' house.' And with that
he strode from the palace and sought out Peiraeus, who received
him. kindly.
But the Suitors, after exchanging a few encouraging glances,
began one and aU to bait Telemachus by holding up his guests
to ridicule.
(Telemachus,' said one young blade, and his sally was typical
of the rest,< you really are most unfortunate in your hospitality.
Look at this tramp now, whom you have dragged in here to
entertain. All he wants is food and drink. He has never heard of a
hard day's work; in fact he is just a burden on the earth. And as
if that weren't enough, up jumps another and must play the seer.
You'd much better take my advice and let us clap these friends
of yours on board a galley bound for Sicily, where you could
make a profit on the deal.'
But this and all their other jibes provoked Telemachus to no
rejoinder. He kept his mouth shut and his eyes fixed on his
father, always watching for the moment when Odysseus should
be ready to attack the graceless crew. As for Penelope, that pru-
dent lady had placed her best chair for herself at a point of van-
tage from which she was able to hear what was said by everyone
in the hall.

